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said the better. Those who, like myself, can recollect what
the JOURNAL was a quarter of a century ago, and compare it
with what it is now, are well aware that it is to the JOURNAL
and to the energy and ability with which it has been con-
ducted that we owe the position the Association occupies to-
day. It is quite obvious that it satisfies the vast majority of
the members, and I therefore strongly object to any experi-
ments being made with it by ardent but untried re-
formers.

I am no obstinate Conservative who resents any change
because it is a change; I would be glad to see any alteration
which would further the objects for which the Association
was founded. Medical defence is certainly not one of them,
and I see no reason why I should be compelled to become a
member of a medical defence association whether I like it or
not. Neither do I see any reason why I should be compelled
to join a Branch, distant perhaps a hundred miles from
me, whether I like it or not.

If more money is needed to further the advancement of
medical scietce and the common stock of medical knowledge,
which, I take it, is the raison d'etre of the Association, by all
means call upon the members to subscribe it, but for these
other objects which only affect certain sections of members,
I consider tley should find the funds themselves.-I am,
etc., T. H. M.
August 17th.

MEDICAL ETHICS.
SIR,-I am glad to see Dr. Campbell Black's letter on this

subject, and regret that he was not present in the Ethical
Section when the subject Ethics of Advertising was before
the meeting. During my life I have been present at many a
rowdy meeting, but never before have I seen a representative
assembly reduced to the state of chaos which this Section
arrived at. Ethics of Advertising was on the agenda paper,
but the feelings and speeches of the members present reduced
the discussion to a simple argument about the ethics of
certain persons in supposed non-ethical ways. Whilst ethics
seem at present an unknown quantity, is it not feasible for
the Council to appoint an Ethical Committee which shall
draw up a code of rules and submit them to the Branches,
together with the schemes for reform and medical defence?
Personally I think advertising begins at the top of the tree,

for I cannot pick up the Times or any other daily paper with-
out seeing a paragraph which informs the public that:
"Lord .. is suffering from .......... has passed a good

night, and his condition is satisfactory.
"(Signed) ...............

-two leading London physicians.-I am, etc.,
Harrogate, Aug. i5th. JAMES A. MYRTLE, M.D.

THE ETHICS OF MIDWIFERY PRACTICE.
SIR,-Dr. Brown Ritchie, Dr. Lovell Drage, Dr. Kealy, Mr.

Muir, Dr. Fraser, and Dr. Woodcock, are unanimous in the
opinion that every medical man is bound to give his services
and attend any case of " urgency" or "danger." They say:
" Morally he is bound to go, or he will lay himself open to
severe strictures in the public press." " His duty is to go as
soon as possible." " It was a matter of duty to humanity."
" It was his duty to go if he possibly could." " It was a
matter of humanity, and they were bound to render any
assistance possible."
Now, Sir, I desire to ask in all humility, Whyis the medical

profession to assume a moral responsibility which is expected
of no other business or profession in the world? Personally,
I decline to do it. I find "humanity" at the present day
consists largely of fraudulent persons who endeavour to avoid
payment for services rendered; and of those no less culpable
who co-operate to obtain my services for a penny a week.
There is but a small residue of honest patients who employ
their doctor from genuine faith in him, with the intention of
properly remunerating him according to their means and
positikn in life.
As a general practitioner, I have for twenty years suffered,

none the less keenly because in silence and impotence, from
every indignity which " humanity " has been able to put upon
me. When I am short of money to pay my butcher and
baker, I eonfess that " the noble ideals of a grand profession "

begin to appear to me like suicidal nonsense; and I am not
allowed to forget that I am also practisingmy profession, pre-
cisely as a lawyer does, to make a living. I therefor em-
phatically repudiate any claims of "humanity" on myself for
gratuitous services.
To take the supposititious case which was used as a text, I

have for many years firmly declined all midwifery for which
I am not engaged beforehand. I shall be happy to reverse
my views on the very first day when it is possible for me to
obtain gratuitous supplies from my butcher and baker, on the
plea that, though I have no money, I am starving, and that
it is a case of " urgency and danger."

I know many general practitioners who are equally writhing
under the pressure of our absurd rules of ethics; and I hope
that if you will allow my complaint to appear in print, it may
encourage some other writer, with more powerful pen than
mine, to come forward on the same side.
Exaggerated notions of " duty to humanity," which are in-

vented and taught by the few wealthy leaders of the profes-
sion, have to be practised equally by the struggling and
poverty-stricken mass at the foot of the ladder, and are the
main reason why the profession is under the heel of an un-
grateful and contemptuous public. Hence springs the
"battle of the clubs," et id genus omne.-I am, etc.,
August I6th. A COUNTRY G. P.

ASEPTIC SURGERY.
SIR,-Owing to my absence abroad I did not see the letter

of my friend Mr. Stretton published in the BRITISH MEDICAL
JOURNAL of July I8th. Of course, I am aware of the incon-
sistency which he points out, but the demands upon your
valuable space prevented allusion to it and to other topics.
Doubtless in time more severe tests will be devised, but
although so many profess to practise aseptic surgery com-
paratively few have given the results of such simple ones as
those which I have adopted. As I have advocated elsewhere,'
every hospital ought to possess a surgical laboratory where
such tests can be carried out, and the department ought to
be in charge of a thoroughly independent official.-I am, etc.,

Upper Berkeley Street, Aug. 4th. C. B. LoCKWOOD.
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THE SUPRARENAL GLAND.
SIR,-The structure and function of the suprarenals are

matters of such general interest at the present time that per-
haps you will allow me still further space to consider briefly
Dr. Auld's reply to my letter of July iith. By the use of the
word " subsidiary" I imagined, and I fancy I was justified in
imagining, that Dr. Auld considers the function of the cortex
to be of little importance compared with that of the medulla
-that is, that in discussing the functions of the organ it is
practically the medulla with which we have to deal, the
cortex being adjuvant to the medulla. This last idea has
been insisted upon by Creighton and Rolleston; but the fact
that " it has so far baffled investigation" does not in the
least warrant us in assuming that it is of " subsidiary " im-
portance. It may be, and from its histological structure I
am inclined to think it is, of as much or perhaps even more
importance than the medulla. Once more, may I be per-
mitted to ask, What is the evidence that the cortex is not so
important as the medulla? Simply this, that so far no active
extract has been obtained from the cortex. But surely many
series of researches devoted to this special point are required
before we can assume that cortex either has no special func-
tion, or that this will turn out to be " subsidiary."

It is true my published investigations on this subject have
applied only to reptiles, amphibians, and fishes, but I have
examined also the bodies in birds and most available mam-
mals, including man, specimens of the last being both normal
and pathological. The study of these has not in the least
favoured the view that the medulla is likely to be of more
importance than the cortex. The cortical portion of the
suprarenal is, even in man, much more abundant, and has a
much more glandular appearance than the medulla. The
glandular nature of the medulla was scarcely suspected be-
fore the recent experiments on the nature of extracts of the
suprarenal; it was always stated to be " nervous."

1 cannot agree with Dr. Auld that in the lower vertebrates


